Variation of some secondary metabolites in juvenile stages of three plant species from tropical rain forest.
Results from qualitative and quantitative evaluation of some chemical constituents, particularly phenols and volatile terpenes, from juvenile stages of three primary species belonging to the perennial rain forest are presented. The degree of infection and the time of the year were taken into account. TLC, GC, and simple chemical methods were used to estimate differences among components. Biological assays were conducted to evaluate fungicide potential of the extracts from studied plants. In general terms, the results show significant differences in the chemical composition of the species studied (Nectandra ambigens, Omphalea oleifera, andLicaria alata) related to the time of the year and the degree of infection. These differences can be related as well to their intrinsic resistance to infection and ability to grow to the adult stage.